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Precista Czech Air Force - PRS-9

Introduction

One of my favourite ‘days out’ is a trip to Cosfdkd Museum near Telford. As well as the airctamselves
| adore the atmosphere of the place; be it a wimellyday or a fine summer’s afternoon, wanderingiadoa
hangar and just taking in the atmosphere is anreqme that | always enjoy. In the days whenwfhayself |
relished the occasions when instead of jumpinggtttanto an aircraft parked on the apron, | wolikve to
open up the hangar and pull the plane out of itkipa place — there was always something magicaliatine
creaking of the sheet metal hangar walls in a loyheze, the faint smell of fuel and the soundiistaking
shelter in whatever niches they could find.  bdoalways preflight the plane in the hangar, tgkime
opportunity to top up my Zippo lighter with a lgtAvgas from the fuel sample tube used to checléder in
the tanks. Knowing that within fifteen minutes orlsvould be winging my way across the sky abowe th
Cotswolds was a truly uplifting experience. Durthgse days | would always wear the same watclwvasta
1980 Rolex Sea Dweller, battered but ever faithid the one | had worn during so many hours adoid, that
watch was the only thing that was certain to béme every time — | just flew for fun but the Seadller was,
if you will, my lucky mascot. Over five hundredurs or so there were one or two ‘hairy moments’ @aycever
faithful Rolex was with me throughout. The whlleng ‘thing’ was for me a very special periodnmy life —
and | was just a humble Private Pilot who had &ipasfor aviation; as the reader might have guedsed
breathed in and thrived upon the atmosphere diféna even had my own lucky (but useful) trinkethe
Rolex.

Now imagine what life was like for RAF pilots of Wd War Il. For them of course, every time theyntied
into the cockpit the odds were reasonably highfttiatwould be the last time that they did so.o Mebnder if
they ever had the opportunity to savaualthingof the experiences which were thrust upon themntjquéarly
during those early days of the war when to a giegtee Great Britain was relying on ‘the few’.islvery easy
for us to romanticise the times - dashing youngtpijlcaps tilted jauntily, pipe in hand, sittingpreed in a
deckchair waiting for the next scramble - or whéfrdaty, motoring off to the local inn (no doulost an MG or
Singer). Whilst | am certain that elements of tioise (sepia?) tinted image were indeed truergakruth of
the matter during the early days of the war wasn lalmost as certain, somewhat different; behindghmages
of young men lay fear, perhaps anger and unceytatdtistically it has been calculated that durimg) Battle of
Britain the life expectancy of a fighter pilot was more than 87 hours in the air. On a daily hasiairs that
had been occupied in the mess at breakfast wonldireempty at dinner. Understandably and with@uwiid,
many pilots had their own lucky mascots — ofterytivere teddy bears carried in the cockpit (a feahsare
displayed at Cosford); who knows what else a pilotld carry and become (perhaps subconsciousigntel
upon to keep him safe in the air.

It is for me quite mesmerising to see mascots efswort or another on display and whilst not assediaith war
of any sort, the one item that kept my attentianefarticularly extended period of time was theegm
Speedmaster (displayed at the Smithsonian) womddilyArmstrong during the Apollo 11 mission — ofurse
this was not a mascot, but an instrument of netyegpon which the wearer was reliant to a degrekvamich
was with him throughout a very dangerous few dayghen | gaze upon such objects, be they teddyspear
rabbits’ feet or watches, | cannot help feélthe history around them — the aura around themagpst

For almost a century now, wristwatches have accamegdamen throughout all manner of endeavours, ég th
exploration or wars and of course in the modern ageh watches have attracted a lot of interest frollectors
for their historical significancegssociationis of course a tool used by modern marketerslt@ sgethora of
wristwatch brands/models and such association safige the acceptable to the outright ridiculousiyn
opinion. During the making of history, when watsheere being used for what they were intendedt-isha
telling the time or timing short but important ets then doubtless they were often seen as acgelttthe job
done. But | venture that for many wearers, theistwatch became something more than a small macaipon



their wrist. Perhaps a faithful companion thatktwith the wearer of the time through thick anihth through
trench warfare of WWI, the Battle of Britain and WIW\Korea, Vietnam, The Falklands, The Gulf War dhe
list could go on. Whatever conflict or adventurejuestion, then these little machines were bedlieig way
through the wearer’s life just as his heart wasl; thiat is where | feel that the wristwatch has sausipecial
place — it measures one’s life, day in, day ougerelier it is worn; and until relatively recentlyuas up to the
wearer to ensure that the heart within his wristiWatas kept beating by daily interaction.

The subject of this review is a watch, the likesvbich were worn during World War 1l by some of segomen
whose life expectancy (as | have mentioned easvag a mere 87 flying hours during the Battle atdsn —
those flying hours and indeed the precious houthemyround were often measured by a wristwataleso
the pilot by his government. Again, | would verdhat for many pilots, their wristwatch became entbian
just an instrument — that faithful companion ot jpsssibly, a lucky mascot too. Handling an orajjiexample
of a World War Il pilot’'s wristwatch and one canlyphe cast back to those days of brave young meackléd
into the confined cockpits of Hurricanes or Spiéiy wheeling around in the skies above Englanttifig for
their lives and the futures of those they were i@ifey — and the wristborne instruments were meagwavery
second.

What we must never forget is that alongside Brigigbts during the Battle of Britain there were soBv4
foreign pilots too. Of these, nearly 90 were oe€mslovakian nationality (there were actually ach895
Czech airmen in the UK by 2nd August 1940, of w81 were at my beloved Cosford). Ultimately, eher
would be four Czech squadrons — three fighter aredmmber. The first two fighter squadrons (310 ah?)
were formed at Duxford in the summer of 1940 anthbee operational on 17th August and 2nd October
respectively. Many of the Czech pilots preserthenUK at the time would have been issued with aduwes
wristwatch which would accompany them on sortiesmduBattle of Britain and beyond; 312 Squadronpsd
crest emblazons the caseback of the Precista CAlElvways homage to the issued Longines as we Sta)l)
was made operational some four weeks before tlieiaf end of the Battle of Britain and so follovesbrief
look at 312 Squadron itself.

312 Squadron

‘Not Many But Much’

Soon after formation at Duxford, 312 Squadron mavexdh to Speke in late September 1940 where it was
tasked with providing defensive cover for Mersegdithe first kill was made by 312 on 8th October 3J88
bomber was intercepted and downed by three Huegaanotably fast kill with the Hurricanes beinghe air
for less than twelve minutes). This move north yuas one of no less than 36 different deployments
detachments around Britain with the 37th beingnlowe to Czechoslovakia in August 1945 and subseaquen
official disbandment as an RAF unit on 15th Febyu#46. Within the five or so years that 312 wpsrational
within Britain, the varying deployments found tlggiadron based at airfields from Devon all the wathe
Orkneys and performing varying roles.

From 1940 to 1943, 312 was dutied to Fighter Condraard within this period performed both defensind a
offensive roles including offensive sorties ovearae from May to August 1941 whilst stationed anhl€ég and
Martlesham Heath. From late summer 1941 until dgni942, the squadron relocated to Scotland (Afgre
they operated in a defensive role (after convettiingpitfires from Hurricanes) before making theay south
via stations at Angle and Fairwood Common — evdlytbacoming stationed in the south west in order t
undertake bomber escort duties. By June 1943a@ritié next three months the Czech airmen and their
Spitfires found themselves in the far north and@nkney Islands; defensive duties for that peribtinoe were



perhaps the lull before the storm — 312’s role teashange with another move south and joining ek 2
Tactical Air Force in order to assist preparatitordhe Normandy landings.

Having become a fighter-bomber squadron in Aprd4,%he squadron were active in that role durig@kDay
landings and beyond; the 2nd Tactical Air Forcecated to Normandy during July 1944 and at thistp@i12’s
role changed once again — now equipped with thdii®piX, the pilots were tasked (as they woulduoil the
end of the war) with long range bomber escort dutigt of mainly East Anglian airfields. The fimabve of
course came in the summer of 1945 when 312 Squadiorated to Czechoslovakia.

During its existence, some 145 pilots served with Squadron; the sheer amount of moving from stato
station was, | am sure a further strain on these aftbough it is without doubt that Czech airmemenarave
and particularly fierce fighters and | am equaltysarre that they relished the opportunity to takéhe
enemy. The literature has pointed out that the RAdFintentionally stationed Czech squadrons ghti
‘quieter’ posts on occasion simply because it waslér to replace these pilots if they were lostation; there
was no finite pool of Czech pilots available frorhigh to draw. That being said, two ‘Aces’ pasdadugh
312:

Tomas Vybira{sometimes mistakenly referred to as Adolphe Vypiraho had already downed seven aircraft
whilst serving with the French Air Force during tBattle of France and who joined 312 at its

formation. Vybiral would go on to become Squad@mmmander of 312 and ultimately, to lead the Czech
Wing, North Weald with the rank of Wing Commander.

Otmar Ku'erajoined 312 on 5th April 1941 and during his yeattvihe squadron, was responsible for three
kills; two of which were within a week of each othe the summer of 1941. He had been with 111 S
prior to his time with 312 and subsequently, he lddoe posted to 313. What is tragic, when readinfpese
heroes is how things changed for them after the(arat their return to their home country); Vybieataped to
Britain in 1948 after the Czech coup where he waplend the rest of his days but fordéra, things were
worse - persecution, imprisonment and demotioheéaank of private (upon being ejected from theesrm
forces) — at one point, this figher ace was worlkis@ ‘kitchen boy’.

312 Squadron started out flying Hurricane MK Iygressing to Mark Ils. During 1941 and the movAyo,

the squadron converted to Spitfires — it was dutimg conversion that Spitfire 1A P7540 and itbopwere
tragically lost during a training flight; on 25thc@ber 1941 Flying Officer FrantiSek F Hekl wagdrily in the
area now known as Dumfries and Galloway and mdde @ass over Loch Doon; as he banked to turn away
from the Loch his wing clipped the water and th&fe was claimed by the dark and murky watersdagh. It
would take until 1982 to locate and recover theaims of P7540. In terms of the Spitfire, 312 Sqaadgiloted
no less than nine variations of the aircraft betw&@41 and 1945. Today, it is wonderful to knoatt8pitfire
MK VC AR614 flown by the ace Tomas Vybiral (refetr® earlier) whilst with 312 was restored to airthy
condition and continues to fly:
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By the end of the Second World War, the three (31@,and 313) Czech fighter squadrons had flowg ve
nearly 47,000 flying hours between them, destr@@@eénemy aircraft with another 37 probables, anidydzad
sacrificed somewhere in the region of 200 of theas in doing so. These courageous fighters shoaler be
forgotten and | feel that if tribute is made torthim the form of a reproduction of part of thesugd equipment
then it should be done so to the highest standqaosisible; thus, we have some background and pérgpes to
why perhaps the Precista Czech Air Force watchosaseived, let us now move forward to 2012 and the
introduction of the PRS-9.

Overview

During the Second World War, there were many dffiémwvatches issued to many different forces. Arfay,
Force, Navy, wristwatches, pocketwatches, stopvesteimd the list could go on. Furthermore, mangdsa
were involved in the supply of such timepieces aftein we tend to associate particular brands wighréicular
force; taking pilots’/navigators’ watches as anrape — Elgin, Watham and Bulova for the Americadmega
and Longines for the UK; Lange, Laco and IWC fa Germans and Seiko(sha) for the Japanese. Ehefe i
course a thriving market for original examplesha aforementioned timepieces — they are histoyicall
significant and played an important part in the effort of the countries concerned. Indeed, itlaesn boldly
cited that the A-11 standard watches from the afergioned Elgin, Waltham and Bulova played a lqge in
the Allied victory. Some are rarer than othersneare more technically advanced (for the time thiaers,
but what all of the originals have in common, religss of the issuing country, is that they wibexre The
increasing collectability of these watches hasltedun a steady increase in value over the ye@rsthve most
sought after examples fetching many thousands wfigly that being said, there are still certain nsaich
can be bought for considerably less than this batdgexamples of such will still be many hundreds.| have
mentioned in previous reviews, it can be a verisBaimg experience to own an original, issued tineep; and
as | have also mentioned, problems can arise slomddvish to use such a piece as an everyday weaoene
of these watches are just too precious to utiissuch a way.

Re-editions, homages and so on have been manwdddtuan increasing degree over the last decasie; oot
necessarily of military watches, some of the mostrpnent manufactures have gone back to their remte
speak with reintroductions of classic designs ideézhto appeal, | assume, to those who appreciateldssic
over the contemporary. Some have got it right,iandy opinion some have got it wrong — for exampteuld
never quite fathom what Omega were driving at wihery introduced the ‘Dynamic’ in the late 19903sth
watch was touted by Omega as a significant nodg¢dAF issue Omega of the mid-1950s — whilst not an
unattractive watch in itself, why use an italiciedt on the dial and feature a case with shodrsth skinny
lugs? Of course, and as | am sure many readdragvéde, Timefactors made a better job of this @gerwith
the PRS-53. Why did Hamilton feel the need tot $édelling some very nice manual wind US issytest
watches with the word ‘Khaki? Marketing, no downid desire (understandably) to appeal to a masseina

In terms of getting it right, Longines have beeadurcing re-editions for some time now and have danguite
successfully (although the WWW 'Greenlander' mightin exception to this). Perhaps the most welhvknof
such are the Weems second setting watch and afedle Lindbergh Hour Angle; both of these arealigu
very accurate to their forbears and | believe Loagigot them just about right. More recently, \@eehseen the
Legend Diver which truly captures the spirit of tiveginal beautifully and is a watch that | feelrigines should
be proud of. As | wrote earlier, Longines wereip@ier to the British Air Ministry during World Wdl and
one such watch was the aluminium cased, whiteediaMKVII' standard wristwatch; contemporaneous
suppliers were of course Omega and Jaeger Le €oulongines also supplied other forces both bedok
during World War Il and it is &erypre war watch to which the subject of this revigays homage. That watch
was of course the one supplied to the Czechoslamakir Force and which traces its roots back toetdudy 20th
Century. Known to collectors as the Longines Cikle,watch is of a very distinctive design compdperhost
other aviators’ watches.
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A 1935 advertisement for the watch shows us havag marketed at the time:

_—
.~ Longines hodinky vitézi!

viee ie vEnovdna v poslednl dobd || GINES na téchio leteckyeh hodinkdch, aby zhoto-
.w]“‘iimf%ﬂuﬁﬂes‘:’;ilcd:vgim I:ll'lcu(v'i::s ¢im2 sou- vill vyzkouSené a beavadad malé mistrovaké dilo.
“visi | nutaost vyzbrojiti letce nejdokonalejSimi Letecké HODINKY LONGINES Cal 1594, Ref
‘vyndlezy moderni techniky. 3582 s 15 kameny, vyznaduji se piesnym strojkem

kacgllg rﬁzl;rn:;nie ig.: \r:dﬁ:{ar‘;oz!i. :lgﬁ;":ﬁ s velkou anfimagnetickou setrvalkou. Pouzdro
ek ka iny dopravni prostiedek zdvisi

jest vrcholem technické dokonalosti, nebof vzdo-
presnosti, Proto zejmé-

ruje Geinkim zmén a viivim povEtrnosti, je prachus

na v letectvl hrajl v§- | a ndrazuvzdorné ZvldStni pozornost byla vEno-
znamnou roli pfesné | vina studiu piesnosti téchto hodinek a to zejména
a dokonalé  hodinky. prato, aby pomérné v malém ftvaru vykazovaly
Nase dozoréi letecké pokud moZno naprosto presnost. Skla jsou rovnid
kruhy rozhodly se, aby nerozbitnd

LS Lefecké LONGINES - HODINKY osvidéuji se

zavedeny LONGINES- - : g .
¥ < zejména jako idealni
HODINKY, které po letoct:

Casoméry pii ddlkovych

viech na né kladenych
technickych a pies-
E nostnich strdnkdch a

| sportovel s oblibou volf tylo osvédtené le-
tecké LONGINES-HODINKY a fo nejen pro jejich

E odbornych zkouskach vkusny sportovni tvar, ale zejména téZ proto, Ze
nejlépe vyhovuil. sé pii viech, | nejnamdhavEjSich sportech osvid-
Letecké LONGINES- Cujf jako nejodoingisi a nejspolehlivejsi hodinky
ODINKY ~ wyznatuji viibec.
st prefeviim Jedinec Letecké LONGINES-HODINKY, aby bylo vy-
né Krésné utvéfenym hovéno obEma ileltim, proddvaji se nejen s dlou-
pouzdrem 2 nerezavi- hiym kofenym rukdvnikov§m paskem, uréenym
dici ocell, Jo jisté nast pro skutedné letee, ale i s kratkym (normélnim)
radosti a chloubou, 2e paskem z boxu nebo z vepfovice, uréenym v

to byla nae tuzemskd
Poldi-ocel, kterd se o-
svidéila meziostatnimi
zahranicnimi druby ocell nejspolehlivéji. Po mé-
sice pracujl dlouholeti zaméstnanci tovdrny LON-

LONGINES

vedoucr $vycarskd znatka hodinek - 10 velkych cen.

hradn jen pro sportavee,

Velmi origindlni vykladni stojanky s vrtuli, jako
odznakem lotectvl, ddvd generdlni zastupitelstl
LONGINES pro CSR. z&jemefim ochotn® k- disposici

A reasonably accurate translation follows:
Longines Watches Win!

“In all countries, there is currently an increasesvareness of aeronautics, with which comes a reguént to
equip fliers with the latest in modern technology.

Flight does not only reduce distance, but more taay other transportation method depends on pregigtor
this reason, accurate and sophisticated watcheg alley role in aeronautics. The supervisors offtyiing
clubs have therefore decided to introduce Longmatches which, in all scientific publications argts, have
demonstrated their suitability for the task.

Longines watches are housed in uniquely attractases crafted from stainless steel. It is our padd joy that
our domestic "Poli" steel which has proved to beemeliable than competing foreign products [wagsdi$or
the case]. The highly experienced watchmakers wgriki the Longines factory spend many months making
these pilots watches to produce such sophisticateldadvanced workmanship.

Pilots watches from Longines (cal. 15.94, ref 3582 15 jewels are equipped with a precise movéenvéh
significant antimagnetic shielding. The case isghmacle of modern technology as it is resilienthanges in
pressure and is dust and knock proof. Particulaemtion has been paid to checking the accuracheftatch,
in particular to ensuring that in spite of its sthdimensions absolute precision is achieved. Thegjis
similarly practically unbreakable.

Longines watches distinguish themselves as timistguments during long distance flights.

Even sportsmen choose these proven Longines watastesnly for their handsome appearance but also
because even during the most strenuous sportingtees these watches show themselves to be the mos
resilient and reliable available.

Longines pilot watches, in order to meet all custmrequirements, come not only with a long leaiteap
used by professional fliers but also with a shodr(nal) strap made from either box calf or pigs#tesigned
purely for sportsmen.”



The advertising of the time was wonderful in iteedt simplicity and didn’t resort to some of themmoomplex
associations that we see today; but the word ‘@atso’ is of course valid with this watch beingended for
aviators or even the armchair aviators of the ddight was still in its relative infancy at thene and | assume
that the thought of wearing the same wristwatctiaagg aviators was quite an incentive to purchase.

But what of the watch itself? For its day, the gores was sizeable at a good 40mm in diameter &gl end
to lug end length of over 50mm. In some waysoitld have been construed as the last of the eaidyoas’
watches — that is, those that were perhaps reqeszet watches. By the time of the Second World When
aviators’ wristwatches from many manufacturers wde very much smaller — standard issue items edl ol
earlier in this review were often 33 or 34mm inmdeter and thus ‘small’ by today’s standards. itagic that
the Longines would nowadays be considered a ‘nomsird whereas many other collectible military weds
might be construed as too small to be worn seyoudkspite its longish lug to lug dimension howetkee
watch incorporated sharply downswept lugs whicluemthat it was a comfortable fit even on sub hintists.

Construction wise, the Longines case was manufdtusing an unusual technique whereby 1mm layers of
stainless steel were folded, pressed togetherwatttef folded to form the distinctive splayed luse shape
with which we are familiar. Evidence of this teajue can be seen when an original is turned ofrierbticks of
the lugs show the seams resulting from the foldind pressing. The crystal was of a domed plexsgias
within a rotating knurled bezel/inner rehaut — thuken the bezel was rotated, the inner rehautavdalso as
well. A triangular pointer was affixed to the inmehaut which formed the basis of a simple timiegice for
counting up or counting down.

The movement was screwed into its own holder, pa@ting the crown tube; the whole assembly coingbky
be lifted out of the case once the back had bemoved. Of course this meant that there was justitalero
water resistance but to paraphrase an oft citedreason: if a pilot finds himself ‘in the drinkhen his concerns
maybe other than whether or not his watch iswtitking. The crown was large and flat to the iesid’he case
back was a press fit and upon attaching it themtbeement was held in place and the watch became a
whole. Issued watches will bear the engraving ‘MAEK VOJENSKE SPRAVY’ (Property of Military
Affairs) along with a unique serial number. Thddwling example has had the back brushed at sonm Ipoi
shows the script that should be present as wéeafolded construction, visible on the lug:

Image used courtesy of Colin Millar

The Longines was officially supplied from 1935 wid®47 to the Czech Air Force. Within that time thatch
changed in terms of its dial three times; in additithree different movements were utilised.



Version 1

Featured a matt porcelain dial with slightly ‘wgolscript. The dial was marked ‘Anti Magnetiqudiave the
subsidiary seconds dial at 6 (although examplesxiki without this indication). Hour and minutenkda were
of the squelette type with radium fill. The moverhased was the Longines 15.94 which had origiraign
designed at the turn of the century as a redueedpsicket watch calibre. 34mm in diameter, th@4 featured
15 jewels and beat at a standard for the time D8)ph with a screwed balance wheel.

Version 2

Dating from the very late 1930s, the second verf@atured a glossy porcelain dial with sharpempgdhan the
original. The 5 and 7 of the dial were less ‘eatkan those of the previous matt porcelain diatjuelette hands
were still used although examples have been sabrsimple, plain hands which are believed by manye
original. The other change with the second versiaa the movement; in this case, Longines useddligre
15.26 which beat at the same rate as the oridiaal the same jewel count and bridge layout. Istergly, this
calibre was also used in the very rare Serbian ADorgps watch from 1939.

Version 3

The final version of the Czech Air Force issue Liorg (circa 1946/7) switched to the use of a nditdlwhich
was perhaps more durable than porcelain. Desiga,\whis was very much the same as the originairms of
the incursion of the seconds dial into the 5 and e biggest change was the use of the Longin€&8Z5
calibre, again featuring 15 jewels (it was produited 17 jewel version too) and with a differenige

layout. This calibre held a timing record for ®s$ than ten years from 1945 to 1955, having waom@petition
with an accuracy of 0.09 seconds per day.

In terms of desirability, then many would arguet tine first version would be at the top of the friss may
simply be due to the fact that one way or anoth@me of these watches could have found their wiaythe
skies above Britain during the summer of 1940. &Wer the case, the Longines Czech Air Force is a
fascinating watch; until relatively recently litk@own, and of course worn by those whose coniobub our
freedom has in some ways perhaps gone a littlerapgdesciated. Its design is quirky and was eveisipbs
anachronistic at the time it was being manufactarediissued. Nonetheless, there is little doudttitrwas fine
timepiece, built by a leading house. Ownershiprobriginal is still relatively easy to achieveta time of
writing, there were thousands issued and manygeirvPrices have increased however and | feeloaiitinue
to do so (as with many military timepieces), partecly given that the Longines is becoming more anaite
appreciated as time passes. Owning a Longinesi€AfRe thing, wearing it is another; no doubt ntben
suitable for special occasions or for watching flars — everyday wear could very well be invitingaister
particularly given the pretty zero water resistaotthe watch. As with many historical timepiecé®re are
many people who love the design of an original @odld equally love to be able to wear a ‘new’ exénpAs
regards the Longines, there have been one or t@mpts at something very similar over the years and
reasonableattempts they were too, but not the proverbighicig_ongines haven't thus far been inclined to
produce a re-edition and so it wasn’t until 201& thwatch came along that might capture the fué sf the
original.
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Image used courtesy of Eddie Platts

The Precista PRS-9 Czech Air Force was launcheédrbgfactors on 17th April 2012 after quite somedim
development; in fact it was originally conceiveatbh@ 2003. One would wonder as to why it shoakktsome
nine years from drawing board to release. A gaamd @f the reason for this can be attributed toéfamtors’
penchant for doing things properly or indeed imgngwpon the original of any watch to which the @amy
pays homage; the Precista PRS-18Q is just one deammere the original specification was improvedmjpthe
PRS-10 was another. But as well as improving wgpatification, it has become apparent to me oveydars
that wherever possible, Timefactors will take tineetand effort to get the aesthetic details jugttti Again, the
PRS-18Q is a shining example of a watch that isdednlly close to the original issued piece. Bubagh of
late 20th Century dive watches! | feel that theSPRis possibly Timefactors’ most ambitious projget:;
certainly so in terms of recreating the spirit &l of what is now a true antique; furthermoreaatique with
such important historical significance. Of counseaddition to recreating the aura of the originiaé challenge
that Timefactors faced was to make the watch maldth terms of everyday use — it would be ofditstore to
market a watch fit only for kid glove treatmentould therefore the Precista PRS-9 Czech Air Foemoine a
trusty companion, wearable through thick and #nd give the wearer (me) that feel of history on the

wrist? Read on.

Packaging

As is par for the course with any purchase fromédfantors, the Precista CAF came securely packagedtiff
outer card box with enough padding within to enshet the watch would survive the longest and rbastal of
journeys; a good thing as | would anticipate catiex from around the world purchasing this editidrnis care
and attention to outer packaging was a precurstireipackaging and presentation of the watch itdedve to
say. | am not usually one to attach much, if angartance to a watch box or pouch or whatever) have to
concede that in the case of the Precista CAF thiesdme reason | thought that it would be approgifier such
a piece to come in something that perhaps refteetimes from which the watch is descended. Atsepit
would be good to have a receptacle that couldast lee used for something on an ongoing basigwytinewatch
case provided with the PRS-5 is a good example).



It would seem that this Precista was given the @gmpte attention when it came to the watch ‘bokhus, upon
opening the postal outer | was presented with whald only be described as a small crate! Adortiagtop of
such:

PRECISTA
MAJETEK VOJENSKE SPRAVY

Image used courtesy of Carl Webster-Dowsing

Whilst the brand name is no doubt familiar, the dgounderneath are those which were engraved cratige
backs of the original issued watches and whichr(@stioned earlier) translate to ‘Property of Miiita

Affairs’. The font is suitably utilitarian and lgwise the ply used for construction of this mosisual outer
box. The sidewalls are actually some 9mm thickhie top and bottom sheets being 4mm so. A simple
brassed catch keeps the box closed securely apallif does feel very strong. | feel that this my@eh was an
excellent and fitting one given the history of thatch and the times during which the original westied; yes,
this little crate will definitely not win any awasdor cabinet making prowess but therein liesheauty’ — it
does the job in a functional manner with scantmedar the current predilection for perfectly pdlesi fine
wood watch boxes; wonderful! As a slight aside, tlox opens flat thus can be used for a multitdgrigposes
— pens, pencils, compasses or even for the watel! it

On first opening the afore described mini cratetive are presented with a leather pouch (contaithieg
watch), a large blue polishing cloth, a Timefactoes and a chunky springbar tool. Firstly to theegsories —
the springbar tool appears to be of good qualith wemovable tips; double ended for use with satid drilled
lugs this item is etched with the Timefactors namhech is a nice touch and negates any feeling ®itdm
being included as an afterthought. In the cashePrecista CAF then the tool, will | am sure gréw be a
boon for many purchasers as without doubt | thdlywish to try different straps on the watch. Tpen is a
nice touch too and a practical item — Timefacttephone number and website address are preser@ct
and will ensure that we are aware as to where waeroar purchase! The blue microfibre polishingltis of
generous proportion at almost a foot square andently useful for giving the watch a quick wipe avé®nce
again, the Timefactors logo is present along wiind names which the company has used and contouss.

These little extrado make a difference and all are personalised. Qintgously, care and thought has gone into
the presentation thus far with it seeming that Tao®rs’ approach is one of any purchase being rtapofor

the customer — so do it thoroughly and do it righbt all people are watch collectors — the CAF rhaythe only
watch they buy with the intention of wearing anei@g for many years so the experience should be
complete. And complete it is with a comprehensilMestrated instruction/information leaflet andbseate
guarantee card (thoughtfully dated to take intamaot any postal delays). Thus to the final andsiibg most
important element: the leather pouch containingethgerly awaited new Precista.
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If I were to be told that the very dark brown leatpbouch within the unfinished ply box was fromaglte of old
leather items found in a disused building then ulddelieve it. Fitting snugly into one side oéthox, the
pouch with its precious contents looks totally e@eging with the whole; the leather looks slighted, rustic
and possibly that used for flying jacket strapsleaks perfect. The red tag sewn into the lefinsef course
gives the game away — the pouch has fittingly beanufactured by Aero Leather in Scotland. In addito
looking totally suitable, the pouch | received atiyismellsold too! | am so pleased that Timefactors have
presented the Precista CAF in this way — | canawgit the presentation at all; had the watch beemda a silk
lined, laquered and polished wood masterpiece theuld have been disappointed — the CAF is utilitaand
so should be its protection — thus | am not disagpd. It all feels ‘period’ andmellsperiod!

Flicking the popper on the Aero Leather pouch,@#¢- can be pulled from within; when | did so foetfirst
time | felt the excitement of opening a time capsulhe watch itself was further protected by albohath and
on removal of this all was revealed. For manypbedirst impressions count, myself included. @st seeing
the Precista in the metal | was (as on other oona¥iquite taken aback. The shape of the CAFite gnusual
anyway but there was a ‘presence’ that | canndeqiescribe. It seemed bizarre to see somethakgrg so
new and pristine that should look old and batter@thy should it look old and battered? — simplyshese it was
evident at first sight that the years taken in @arhg this watch had paid off (the Zeno and Daaitampts at a
CAF type watch were way off the mark compared toRhecista).

What | saw in front of me was rather like somethimgt had been buried and rediscovered years labext,
(poignantly) sprang to mind was the recent discpweém quantity of Spitfire aircraft in Burma — vp@ed in
waxed paper, crated and buried, only to be disemvsome sixty years after their entombment. Insekthat
taking the Precista from its little crate and leatphouch was rather like | had found it hidden aaag | was
now showing it the light of day for the first tinne seventy years or so. At first sight then treelf was there;
the crisp clarity of a brand new military wristwiatevident in abundance. Could the Precista PR3egICAIr
Force be Timefactors’ finest hour? Before we coeisthe watch in detail, the official specificatson

CASE

Material: 316L stainless steel, polished
Diameter: 41mm, 44mm across including crown
Lug to lug height51.5mm

Thickness: 13.7mm to top of crystal

Lug spacing: 24mm
Anti-magnetic: 4800 A/m

ther ] 30 metres
resistance:
Weight: 95 grammes with strap

Features: Friction bidirectional bezel with peint



DIAL

Colour: Semi-matte black

Luminous: Hour numbers Super Luminova C3
HANDS

Style: Squelette hands, luminous filled
Luminous: Super Luminova C3

CRYSTAL: Hi-dome acrylic

AS1130 "Wehrmacht" movement, 17

MOVEMENT: jewels Swiss Made

STRAP: Custom strap in contemporary style

Case and Crown

As noted earlier, the case of the Longines Czechréice was constructed in what would now be carsidl a
most unusual way — pressed and folded steel. Témda CAF is not. In terms of the design styléhe case
then it would be difficult to justify trying to ‘iprove’ such a historic watch; changes of dimensjonsather
scale) can make things look awkward if not executag carefully. Thankfully for today’s market,eh
dimensions of the original watch were such thay tre totally acceptable some seventy years lalérus, no
scaling up was felt necessary and the dimensiotisedPrecista are very much true to the Longifdse
Precista is of modern construction consisting ebléd case band with bezel atop and solid case belckv.

] L

o ; )

:Eﬁ ; -u5 % \
a4 H 5 i g "1
gl 5 t B e
s N |
L /

{7 7 an
| A

CAYSTAL | @3340X150%3.80 [warmeeissian] s |
RIS | me |
AL S32.00%0.40 DRAWMG BY CHECKED BY APPROVED BY | & Dwﬂs‘lwl in WK
TU8E $2.00X1.50/21.82X1.50 P Do Mot Scele T

CROWN ] [SeaLE] #:1 ] eomon [ Ao
OPENING #3100 HOVHOLDER | 236 00X5.20 F0_NO. HOGEL MO, TAL WD CRAWRHG HO. | PART HD
INSIDE DIA 23600 F/0 RING B35 5008 7/834 D00 7D LPG182
SPAINGBAR |  @1.80X23.00 | BAK TV1.30 2

Image used courtesy of Eddie Platts

The case band itself is an intriguing shape; tonwagh multi facets. Here in the 21st Centurysititrue blend

of the old and the new — the resurrection of theelPa range back in the 1990s has certainly brotghold

back into vogue and thus made the CAF an ‘accegitabhpe. The difference of course is in the lubih in
such a splayed fashion are unique to this watdie Arecista case has been cut and finished bdbutifine
perfectly flat top giving way to a bevel which ruthe entire circumference of the watch; this attento detail
(apart from being a true representation of theioaiy also ensures that proportions are kept corRiscarding
this important facet of the case would either hageilted in a smaller watch or an oversized bezes

throwing things out considerably. The retentionasfdangleof this bevel very much determines the size of the
bezel and thus crystal/dial diameter and it woeleins that the Precista has got it just right — theleslook of

the watch would have been spoiled considerablyldhibbhave become ‘all dial’. As already mentionéte cut



and finish of everything is exemplary with no unewess or sharp edges — where one plane changestheg
it does so crisply enough yet smoothly enoughnidicate that no short cuts have been taken.

This observation also extends to the sides of éise;ovhereas we might expect these to be slab isided
vertical plane, there is a very small indicatioraafoncave finish — this is so subtle as to pogsédyhain
unnoticed by many, but it is there and allows aflections to play wonderfully as the watch isstiltback and
forth. Where the case sides curve into the oategtf of the lugs then this has been achievegerfactly fluid
manner — in fact it is almost impossible to detemnivhere exactly the case side ends and the aigiside
begins. And those lug sides themselves have &fgilazurve to them which complements the opposarglmer
of the case side superbly; the inner faces ofuge are curved too, almost imperceptibly but endogtonfirm
that no facet of this watch case has been starfvatiemtion. Interestingly, the only flat planethe main case
of the Precista is the top, within which the bezsides.

Image used courtesy of Eddie Platts

What characterises this watch perhaps more thathiagyelse are those lugs! In the past | have seages of
the Longines (and other watches with splayed lagd)| always thought they looked ‘odd’. | neved lilae
opportunity of handling a watch so equipped betbeePrecista arrived with me. It was not untilngeable to
rotate and turn the watch (and wear it) that | begavarm to this unusual design, a photographao piew of
the watch does nothing to put the splay into canagth the angles and curvature of the rest of the

piece. Furthermore, growing appreciation of thetdrical significance of the watch in hand meaat tmy
previous doubts | had held about lug design werektuconsigned to my watch appreciation history.



The outward splay of the Precista’s lugs deterrttiaé 24mm straps will need to be worn with the \wathis is
a relatively wide lug width for a 40mm or so casg ibworks; it worksbecausef that splay — at the case, the
width is 22mm and it is to that fusion of lugs arade that my eyes are drawn. Thus, the relativelg strap
appears narrower than its 24mm would suggestve haver been able to ‘get away’ with such a widaps but
with the Precista | can. The whole case is a fatitig myriad of angles and curves, optical illasi@ven — add
to that the polished finish and it is very easgitaply sit and handle the watch, turning it oved aound, just to
try and make sense of the visual gymnastics tagiage. A major and vital point of note is thatwhsweep of
the lugs when viewed in profile — this is whereesth(viz Zeno) have gone spectacularly wrong inomipion
with lazy downsweeps not bold enough to match thegines. Timefactors has grabbed this one by dnesh
and produced a downsweep to die for! It would appe be something in the region of 45 degrees hvaiso
appear to be on par with the original. Such a erhdngle (aside from being correct) serves to eeg@mne of
the Precista’s lug to lug length of 51.5mm — thihe,watch hugs the wrist when worn and even wearers as
me, with (very) sub 7 inch wrists can wear the Wwatemfortably. Where the Precista is differenthie
Longines is the concession to drilled lugs with tbgultant ease of strap changing (and of courseawe the
tool to do so in the box with the watch).
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As it happens (and as expected) the case has bésheal to perfection, no lines or imperfectionsgl ghis leads
me to the question of an all polished watch —wuosild be a no go for a modern, issued military praee but
the PRS-9 isn’t such. The original was polished smshould be the Precista. Were it all brusheddeed sand
blasted then the beauty of the case would be ydtat in my opinion. Furthermore, as the watctsgeorn and
picks up the scratches and nicks of everydayhigmtl feel that such can only add to the charauotdrbeauty of
such an unusual design.



Protruding from the 3 o’clock position is the windicrown. The crown tube, it should be notedetsrgo the
case in modern manner and thus some contributiate fog this arrangement to the water resistancetHgut
design of the crown itself is basically as perltbagines of so long ago. Thus, the inner facempmetely flat
with a discreet dome to the outer; a classic ‘wagdbutton’ if you will. The Precista ‘P’ is etchedo the
crown and looks to be totally in character; howduela positive sense) such is the high level dispahat it
does in fact take a second glance to actuallylgsesigning, almost as if it is there if one waitt®ut not if one
doesn’t. The teeth of the crown are all cut adelyand deeply, ensuring that it will give manyamy years of
service | am sure. Accurately cut teeth are omgthut it is the diameter of a winding crown tigctrucial —
both in terms of aesthetics and practicality (gaitirly when the watch is manually wound). | aregsled to say
that the Precista’s winding crown measures inragtansubstantial 8mm! This is aesthetically petrfer the
watch case and of course ensures easy manual wiodia daily basis — those people with perhapsbolar’
fingers will have no problems at all in grippingdatuirning this crown and its diameter makes the@se easy,
pleasant and by no means a chore. ‘Pleasant’rabgerevious sentence comes as a consequerntoe of t
combination of the well proportioned crown and thevement itself — | can report that the feedbaoknfthe
movement when winding the watch is reassuringlgpcwith a satisfying sound from the click; not eyt
smooth and not agricultural by any means - exdmdly | would expect it.

Author's Images

So to the back of the Precista CAF and the patiefvatch that will usually remain hidden. It wdgleem that
Timefactors have given equal attention to this elsps would appear to have been to the top ofdke.cHow
easy it would have been to specify a flat piecmetal to attach to the underside of the watchnloythere again
we can see the use of chamfers to give a visuppgaing look to something that we won't often aast eyes
upon! This is a thick, chunky piece of steel thas lbnce again been polished to perfection and whathres
four deeply sunk holes through which screws passder to attach it to the watch. The use of serean be
considered an improvement, with caseback remowasl ea the one part and contribution to the 30m wate
resistance another; an o-ring within a groovehenrear of the case itself ensures no water ing@s®ccur.
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Such is the heft of the case back that it feellfoas one with the case itself — indeed, athisrtest, the back is
no less than 1.5mm thick. Overall, it contribudasm of the total height of 8mm that constitutesdase
excluding bezel and crystal. As well as adverjghe PRS-9 model number, WR 30 Metres and indalid
watch serial number ,***/11 (the 11 denoting 201Hg Precista CAF proudly displays an etched 31 2&aqun
crest. This has been achieved neatly, accuraply/js deserved of its place on the reverse ofthtsh. All

too often we see cheaply manufactured, shoddy gebah purport to be ‘in honour’ of particular wiane
groups and which, quite frankly are more of an lingian a compliment. The watch case thus faf suoh
exceptional quality and such an accurate repregsemtaf the original that | would reiterate thaetB12
Squadron crest looks (and is) appropriate in eviary.

At this point of the review it might be becomingvadus that | am very enthusiastic about the Pracist

CAF. Thisis indeed true and my positivity towainé watch at this juncture stems from the absajutdity that

| am experiencing. In terms of the metalwork @ tdase then the material, the proportions, thetloat,
finishing, the attention to detail would all indieaa labour of love and a resulting watch casedbfies the price
being asked for this watch. Aside from the windangwn,interactionwith the Precista consists of reading the
time (obviously) and using the unusual bezel areamgnt for timing events when necessary. Let us now
consider these elements and whether they are woftiine case within which they reside.

Bezel, Crystal, Dial and Hands

The bezel of the Precista CAF is, as can be setreafoin edge variety (in stainless steel). Tésgh itself is
typical of wristwatches of the 1920s/1930s andflagired varying levels of functional complexitpee that
time. Thus, it can be of a fixed nature or indesdting. The simplest implementation of the roigicoin edge
bezel would that with a painted marker at a cenpaimt which could be used for simple timing adtas; such
an arrangement can be seen on Hanhart chronogoapies 1930s and 1940s and indeed on re-editions or
variations of the same since then; Tutima offeetonly watches with the classic rotating coin edgeel
equipped with a red marker as part of their currangge and these are styled very much along tke bih
watches manufactured during the first half of tBehZentury. From a construction point of views twould
seem a relatively simple solution.



What is more difficult to achieve is a pointer batiethe watch crystal but which can be operatedheauter
rotating bezel; ‘difficult’ in this respect mighttimately be defined as providing the facility y@tgendering the
watch with some protection from the outside elementWC have achieved this with their (large atdd and
priced similarly at over GBP£4000 in steel) ‘VingaBilot' model of recent years. Of course, bacth#n1930s
things were a little different in this regard —éeve come back to the aforementioned adage thatdshgilot
find himself in the water etc. etc., and as suénténly in the case of the Longines Czech Air Eonatch),
little attention was given to giving the watch anganingful water resistance. From an engineeranggective
then it would seem that the rotating bezel shoelddnnected to the inner rehaut which in turn hasiater
attached to it — in the process the crystal tusos t
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Certainly the Longines CAF has become well knowarlfpps now the most well known) for its bezel ofsetra
inner pointer but it wasn’t the only watch thus ipged; time only watches came from Omega, Zenityétia
and Rellum to name a few, many of which were sepiio the German forces. Heuer produced a chrapbgr
with the arrangement. In many respects, theseheatwere the original aviators’ pieces, mostlydaag small
seconds hands and in some cases featuring fulpsi@det watch movements. Interestingly, when vigpthe
Longines in comparison with some of the aforememth the Longines looks positively modern for inse.

But back to the bezel arrangement of these watdhissa discreet solution for the provision ofiagle timing
device on a wristwatch and in terms of measuringuteis can be relatively precise particularly whea wishes
to measure elapsed minutes from a certain pointthis case the point of the marker can be precEasitioned
over the needle end of the minutes hand and tleuslépsed time read within a perhaps quarter of a
minute. Likewise, countdown eithefa certain number of minutestora particular minute can be measured
very accurately. For non-pilots and on a day tplaksis | feel that this solution is more than agg and
pleasing to use. Of course we can use dedicaredafjraphs and watches with external rotating Isdzed
these are more specialist than a simple everyd&ghveend maybe some wearers prefer a simple dialtbee
complexities of a chronograph or indeed dislike nvepa dive style watch.
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The Precista would seem to have conquered theeclg@és posed by the internal marker (it is aftewatier
resistant to 30m). As far as | am aware the wpabgect has taken considerable time due to theesssu
associated with such provision. The external patthe bezel is traditionally milled with the seroms being of
a medium coarseness and it is easy enough tomglipuan the bezel — given that the crystal rotedeshen this
makes things easier still. At first sight | thotgie bezel serrations were of slightly alternatiegths and
indeed, under a loupe this is the case — the \@mig extremely slight and fractions of a millimestl remain
surprised that | even noticed but no doubt lightdibons play a part.

As it should be, the bezel is bi-directional wiih elicks — friction is partially provided | assurbg the o-ring
which prevents the ingress of water and the ‘fekthe bezel is good, easy enough to turn yet taatdrn
accidentally. Delving deeper inside the watchrthiéed bezel extends downward and is one with timer
rehaut — the whole thing is machined and turnechfome piece of steel as expected. The rehaugisrily part
of the watch to feature a brushed finish with whiem in full agreement; a highly polished affa@ncoften
cause distracting reflections which can be quitedohg in direct sunlight. The rehaut is angledand very
slightly with the whole assembly being held in g@dand further friction provided) by what | assutode a
metal, sprung double ring (circumferential) sebiatrecess in the watch case and an opposing recgsinner
(hidden) face of the rehaut. Such are the tolesuf the whole case that specification calls forz2dmm gap
between the underside of the rehaut and the dialgap is of course important as the rehaut tuak#g its red
pointer with it. The pointer is inset into the aeth at a height to ensure plenty of clearance atimeninutes
hand and is of a bright red colour, thus ensutig very easy to see. Many of the original waschad a
radium coated pointer though | have seen red ores@amples too.

Atop the whole assembly is the acrylic crystal. @Agnit, this projects a fraction over 2mm in t@hbve the
bezel. The sides rise almost vertically to a stmo@unded corner from which a medium dome thdarels
across the dial. Without labouring the point, tise of acrylic | consider to be completely corréog original
had it and it suits the whole feel of the watchvea the construction of the bezel | assume thaplsae could
have been specified but the dome necessary totkeepatch looking authentic would have made a sunbist
difference to the asking price of the Precista Icamain. The 1.5mm thickness of the Precista/stal coupled
with its domed profile ensure that it feels solidlavill withstand all but the most severe of knackolishing
any accumulated scratches out will be a breezeRatiwatch or toothpaste should the need aris@oiDisn of
the dial when viewing at an angle is minimal gitke crystal's profile.

The crystal, bezel, rehaut and red marker assehaslypeen executed excellently; it does the jomded and
does so smoothly and satisfyingly. Obviously, Gard attention have been invested into this mogborant
aspect of the watch and Timefactors has succeebetewthers have either failed or compromised. tHad
Precista been fitted with a non rotating bezel mnakral crystal then despite having the ‘look’, thatch would
have failed in my opinion. So, we have a watch edsieh is replete with the features (and benebfshe
original; everything looks as it should, operatestahould and through judicious use of design sealing
techniques an improvement has been made over veawatches, giving us a water resistance ratin@of 3
meters. For everyday wear with the occasional ohgthis is fine; if one’s everyday routine invotve
swimming fifty lengths of the local baths then Hatient watch might be appropriate; the Precisniswiator's
watch first and foremost and the case serves thisose perfectly.

As mentioned earlier in this review, the LonginesFQutilised three variations of dial over the yedusing
which it was produced. The basic design is witssic Arabic numerals, traditional for military di@f most
types with its inherent characteristic of unbeaabhdability. Such readability does depend orh#melset used
and with the squelette design then there is litittan for confusion between hours and minutes. Btfeehands
are very much a ‘classic’ and have been used #recdays of the earliest trench watches.

Firstly to the dial of the Precista; | feel thagtiirst point to be addressed is the brand nanteTinsefactors
chose with this watch — the company had a choi¢kisnregard — the watch could have been brandath§nt
could have been branded Sewills, or even Speedhitc®Precista was chosen and | feel that thistisedy
appropriate and more so over the other optionsitsAimplest, the Precista logo is a perfect exarapa
classic, period script which is uncannily similarthat used by Longines. It looks completely coran this
dial, more so than the others within the Timefax&iable would have done | feel. Yes, Precistéafaas we
know) wasn’t around way back when the original Lioeg was conceived (Smiths was, Sewills was) thast
since been used on issue military watches bothatideaviator. At the end of the day, Timefactas et out



to produce a quality homage to the Longines, raiy, not a reproduction so to speak, but a wadtahdoes
justice to the original and the men who wore ibo®e all else, Precista looks right — simple as

that. Furthermore, Timefactors has been discrettta use of the Precista logo — the ‘P’ is at n2d&tm in
height with the rest of the name being less thamlo. The printing in white gloss is extremelyqise,
accurate and completely in proportion to the odlements of the dial. Were this watch brandedahgr way
then my enthusiasm for it might not be quite whaiais turned out to be.

The dial base is quoted as a semi matt black fianghthis has produced the extremely dark chaamaur
effect that many of us are familiar with and whaflcourse is very easy on the eye in bright sutligrhe
painted finish is even and well applied with nobbes’ or imperfections at all. At the outsidetioé dial we
have the rail track in white gloss paint which oagain has been executed superbly — the finendkg ofinute
markers is such that they match the width of theute hand needlepoint almost exactly and it is péegasing
to see the minute hand approach and pass a partroakker. Under a 10x loupe all looks well witle paint
being thick with almost no distortion at the edg®sewing without any aids and the railtrack lo@sgood as
any | have seen. At each hour we have a smalrsaiavhite gloss which again cannot be faulteberd is a
finesse and precision to the outer track which pravably never there on the originals, particuldnky ‘fuzzy
dial’ incarnation of the porcelain version.

Moving inboard to the bold Arabic numerals and éhesnsist of a white base with a thick, pilloweglagation
of Super Luminova C3 atop; the luminous compounithig instance, whilst being pillowed (which | adpbdoes
not have the glossy effect should one tilt the Wdtack and forth and this is very much in keepirittp whe
finish that the original, volatile radium would md&ely have had. Such is the thickness of thegound upon
the dial of the Precista that without fail | caadehe time well into the early hours of the mogirColourwise,
the C3 is a very light green with the whole apglmasmacking of precision and quality — the apgtlizn
remains within its white confines perfectly and bagn applied accurately and precisely. Timefadias
chosen to use the serif font for the hour numexhish was used on one variation of the Longineslarzh
report that those important numbers are accurategd and spaced — proportionally it looks pleasing
correct.
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Thus we move to the lower quadrant of the dial thiedseconds sub dial. This does actually resitleiman
almost imperceptible recess, visible only undeyaose scrutiny. The outer track, five minutelesand
numerals are once again in white paint, applietthiakly as practicable given the slight texturirfglee dial
paint itself and indeed the fact that the trackdimre probably no more than 1/15 of a millimetigew The
Arabic font used for the numerals is differenthiattof the main dial as was the case with some pbenof the
Longines and the font size used on the Precistddaappear to be exactly correct. The diametehefsub dial
at 10.5mm would seem to be proportionally corre¢hat of the main dial — it is 1/3 the diametethdd latter
and it works very well; not overbearing and not.IoBurists might argue that the sub dial should btle lower
toward the outer track — achieving this would drgdher reducing the size of the whole watch (vgoor
utilising a movement dimensionally exact to the giores (difficult, if not impossible). Thus, if wempare the
Precista to the Longines then yes, the sub deliile nearer to the centre pinion than the oadg but for the
first part, the Precista looks fine from an aesthe¢rspective and for the second, the Precisthl{ase
mentioned) is not trying tbethe Longines or a direct copy of it.

What we do see of course below the running secdiadisire the words ‘Great Britain’, discreet bugrda This
watch was conceived in Great Britain and is a telio a timepiece that was worn here by brave ntem w
fought with us, during and after a famous battleciwtalso bears the name Britain. Enough said. rélly¢he
dial of this watch looks excellent, looks correstiamportantly has been manufactured to a superb
standard. The finish and attention to detail ammendable and | cannot fault it. So we move ¢o th
timekeeping hands.

In the past | always had ‘trouble’ appreciating sly@elette design — | always considered it to Ddashioned
and somehow odd. Of course it is old fashione@dbse it is an old design! Anddanlook odd if used on the
wrong watch (I have seen squelette hands on a mddesto dive watch, what were they thinking?). tBas my
watch appreciation has matured then | have corappeeciate the classic designs of times long gorfact |
have come to, dare | saylike the squelette handset! However, what can malkelteak it for me are the
relative lengths of the hour and minute hands -ek@mple | have seen variants of the Longines GAd¢tured
earlier in the review) with what to me is a slightiverlong hour hand, thus making the ‘teardropiaa its end
appear something of a protrusion. Overlong neeatléand’s end can also look wrong in my opiniémother
aspect of the squelette design is of course thefuseossbars’ which divide the length of the hand
question. These serve to break up the hand wsaatl also | assume, to prevent large expansesronous fill
which might be difficult to achieve without ‘thine& occurring and subsequent dark areas at night.

The Precista utilises flat, polished steel handk ®uper Luminova C3 fill (which matches the colotithe dial
numerals perfectly). The luminous compound is obsiy of a not insubstantial thickness; as pediag
numerals, it glows well into the early hours and haen applied with precision. The hour hand ig lemough
just to nudge one or two numerals on its journeydbdthe dial without being overly intrusive in angy; from a



proportional perspective the teardrop and need@arfectly in keeping with the main parallel shadfthe hand
which features one crossbar. Deferring to aneranlbservation, the Longines | have seen with kEmgour
hands had no crossbar, exaggerating the length.PTédrista most certainly possesses a perfectd siand
which looks in keeping with the dial and of coutise other hands with which it works.

Theminutehand projects to within a fraction of a millimet&the outermost line of the railtrack — no ‘short
hand syndrome’ here and reading the minutes calobe with as much precision as even the most dnel o
require. In the classic squelette style, this Haatures a gradual splay through its length, endira curved
point which transforms into the needle tip. Usihg rotating red pointer to measure elapsed trora a certain
point is extremely easy given that the minute haeedle/red pointer are perfectly matched lengthamskthus
the pointer can be positioned directly above. fieak up the minute hand then two crossbars are tigeds
true to many of the originals and looks perfectlaettcally. Aside from the fact that the two harade well
replete with luminous fill, their different shapasd perfectly matched lengths make time reading; ¢lasre is
absolutely no possibility of mistaking hours formmies or vice versa. Working together, these hagftect any
available light given their high polish finish andhen the watch is tilted or the light changes,Soper
Luminova takes over, day or night. We must nogébithe hardest working of the three timekeepinglha
positioned above the 6 and again in highly polistteél, the seconds hand is of standard desigy slightly
tapered all the way through from the counterbaldadbe tip; the tip itself projecting just overthaay into the
railtrack of the dial. The quality of this hand tefezes the other two and of course it is quite eéstby default —
however tilt the watch slightly and the steel skias brightly as does that of its brothers.

Overall, does the handset of the Precista liveoupé quality and execution of the dial? Withooubit, this is a
resounding ‘yes’. Indeed, all elements, (statimbgractive) of the watch thus far are extremely

impressive. From the case to the bezel, from #zelto the crystal, and beneath to the dial amdi$©iéhe
Precista PRS-9 smacks of care, attention and gudite must now delve inside the casing to exanqusewhat
makes this watch tick.

Movement

Of crucial choice when the Precista CAF was beomgreived was the movement. Without doubt a manual
wind calibre with small seconds was required bdtirgg the right sized movement would | am sure hasen
paramount. Widely available and relatively easityainable would be the ubiquitous ETA 6498; itaely has
the correct functions and layout but at over 36mrdiameter might have meant that the watch woule: ha be
scaled up slightly case wise. Conversely, the EUB1 (again possessing the correct functions aroditaat
less than 24mm would be dwarfed by the casing (amdeconds dial would have looked most odd). fiftaé
choice consisted of a cache of new old stock ASTHBOres which were cleaned, oiled and pressedsatvice
long after they were manufactured.

The AS1130 calibre dates back as far as 1932 -tlgxae period from which the Longines CAF

emanates. Known as the ‘Wehrmachtskaliber’, theengiself gives an indication of its main user(s3erman
forces. Indeed, the movement was adopted followm@vitation to tender for a robust, dependaldaunal
wind movement which could withstand the rigoursmilitary use as well as that of the police and &eevice. In
addition, the movement was to be of relatively loaintenance design attained through a sizeableetiggirand
thus large gears/wheels. Throughout World Wathd,AS1130 equipped many watches worn by Germaesor
and continued to do so for some time — as it happd#spite increasingly demanding tests on movestimnthe
German authorities, the AS1130 continued to wisswed tenders until the 1960s. It wasn't just Germ
military watches that use this movement howevdrag been utilised by a plethora of brands in arakgg
numerous number of models — even the likes of Pige Girard Perregaux are on the list. Whilstdfa@e it is
best known as the Wehrmacht movement, it is mare that and we mustn’t forget that it was manufactiby
a Swiss company. Interestingly, an AS movementZLpowered the Timor WWW (Watches Wristlet
Waterproof) used by the British forces during WWII.

What is without doubt is that the AS1130 calibréeriod’, robust, well proven and suitable by aéfon for a
regular everyday wear timepiece. Over the yeargas developed and came in various guises; 15, 7.énd
18 jewel versions have been available. The brithgee been subject to differing designs and shoateption
added (possibly in the late 1950s); regulating devhave ranged from the very simple through tansveak
regulators, the balance wheel, originally screwadegvay to simple ring balances and so on. Linggition



watches of recent times have featured the calibrénbhighly decorated form; it has been and | wiocsdy
continues to be, a highly versatile movement.

The basic specification of the AS1130 (as usetiénRrecista) follows:

= Manually wound calibre with seconds at 6 — non iragk

= Diameter: 29.00mm

= Height: 3.85mm

= Jewels: 17 (jewelled to thatoe)

= 1 screwed chaton for the escape wheel

= Shock protection:  Incabloc

= Balance: Monometallic, non soeew
» Beats Per Hour: 18,000

= Power Reserve: 41 Hours
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It is of course a utilitarian movement that is ‘osieed’ - there is little if any finesse to it atigerein perhaps lies
its beauty. Of all the specification noted abdhere is one figure which for me makes all theadd#hce and
that is the Beats Per Hour; 18,000 BPH is by taglatandards a slow beat rate for a mechanical watchny

of us are more used to the clickety clack of a@8,BPH ETA of some description. Just listeninghte Precista
is like going back in time — the original Longinedibre strolled along at 18,000 per hour and pgtthe
Precista to one’s ear it is a joy to hear the saffeere is no hurry, the watch is measuring theagge of time at
its own pace thank you very much, as did the Loeg@ll those years ago.

There is enough space within the Precista’s casagare that the beat of the watch is amplifietl ga®ugh to
make it nicely audible when placed near to theaedras well as sounding like ‘granddad’s pockethiathe
leisurely tick should theoretically mean that itlhebntinue to do so for many many years to comtheuit
wearing itself out. The movement is held in pladthin the watch case by a substantial metal movernelder
which is what | would have expected from Timefastdhe movement holder itself features an o-ringcivh
serves the purposes of affording extra dust resistand of providing a little acoustic dampening.

In terms of accuracy, my experience has been g dgaih of around 7 seconds — this is fine as fdraas
concerned though | do admit that for some reagend not to take as much notice of accuracy whearing a



small seconds equipped watch; furthermore, as dlgetr | am coming to appreciate living my life it a
minute or two a day as opposed to within the sittonds afforded by radio controlled watches! Wias
AS1130 a suitable choice for the Precista? Adainqguld suggest a definite ‘yes’. It befits theéanded use of
the watch, dates back some eighty years and iogroped such that it has prevented any charaetsralying
rescaling of the watch itself. Its history prosdee somewhat ironic talking point too! Oh, anslatinds
wonderful.

So there we have the Precista Czech Air Force waal in its entirety. It must of course be steghip the
wrist to fully enjoy it...

Strap

As the Longines advertisement shown early in ngew indicates, the original aviator watch wasysiga with
two straps — an extra long one for wear over affyacket and a standard length example for nowniat
wear. These were made from calf or pigskin ancevikely to be cut edged.

Timefactors supply one strap with the Precista CARis has been designed in a very much '‘contemptoa
the time' style with two ‘rivets’ at the head enttia roller buckle. Keepers consist of one fixegtahand one
moveable leather. The metalwork (which is all Btepon the strap has been finished in a bronzistiefvhich
looks very authentic. Lengthwise, the strap’s beiskde is 85mm and the holed, 125mm. There gt ei
buckle holes which ensure that the watch will fitsts from around 9 inches down to around 7 incttesse
with smaller wrists (myself included) will needpganch an extra hole or two to get a good and caaifte

fit. Taperwise, the strap reduces from 24mm to 122m
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The leather employed is an extremely soft and lexsrfeeling glove in a medium brown; constructi®n
remborde, the strap is padded (approximately 3meck)tivith the strap lining being of a natural nukugpe. It
Is when we turn the strap over that all is revealélde words ‘Pittards Leather’ are stamped in®hkbckle side;
Pittards are a long established (1826) Englisthxagupplier, noted for their quality and innovatidndeed,
they supplied the leather known as ‘Pilot’s Leatldrich was used in the manufacture of gloves lier Royal
Air Force during World War Il. It does thereforeesn appropriate that they supplied the leathethisr
Precista. This attention to detail and involvenard supplier dating back so fittingly is a commiable
indication of the way Timefactors have approactesiproject. It seems that no stone has beennedurOf
course, stamped into the holed side of the strépei$recista logo. The quality of the suppliedsitannot be
faulted; it is beautiful to the touch and can oafje well and gain character if worn regularly.



| do suspect that many purchasers of the Precifitherkeen to try other straps given the ease witiich they
can be changed (evidence of this is shown in imagjén this review!). Doubtless, different leathen
different colours would all suit the watch; dargaly it even the ubiquitous NATO strap will havegtace for
some people:

=
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Nowadays, there are plenty of strap suppliers ioffethe 24mm width off the shelf, though such ampressed
with the quality of the watch that | could easilgiify the outlay of having a custom strap madee-watch is
worth it.

The Whole

Wthin this review | have considered the historyibdhihe watch, the men who wore the original versiad
times during which it was worn. | have lookedls tecently introduced Precista PRS-9 aspect bscgdput
what of the watch as whole? When handling the BRBwearing it one cannot help but be impressethey
quality ofeverything the execution of the casework is superb, no ptapolooks out of kilter; each facet and
curve takes one on a journey back to a period vpeenaps the wearers of the original didrévethe time to
admire such. All but the very smallest wrists vigkl unencumbered by the Precista CAF; on thetwhe
watch feels substantial yet elegant at the same tinis watch is by no means clumsy - the milledeband fine
steel framework of the hands put paid to any swtton.

And it is indeed a pleasure to read the time ondfible, well finished dial via those hands, titke$ of which
would have been seen in the trenches of World We. O'hediscretionof the anachronistic timing device is as
satisfying as is its deployment, once again taking on a journey back in time. That journey bactme is
where the Precista scores a bullseye; early inegview, | posed a question:

Could therefore the Precista PRS-9 Czech Air Fs®some a trusty companion, wearable through throk a
thin and give the wearer (me) that feel of histonythe wrist?

| feel that | am now qualified to say ‘yes’ to tlipatestion. More than any watch thus far produged b
Timefactors, | feel the Precista oozes with theasphere of those distant days — it does so bedlas been
manufactured with authenticity built in, it is tyaold fashioned in the ways that it should be, iy@dern in
ways that remain hidden — those hidden elementensgiure that it can indeed become a trusty conopéaor



many years; this watch takes one on a journey lmatikne on the one hand, but will be with the weane a
long journey forward on the other.

Conclusion

The Precista PRS-9 Czech Air Force is priced attG#.00. Had the watch been produced by Longhmes It
suspect that figure might be nearer GB £1885.00 &l that given the quality that has been acdtdelyy
Timefactorsthe Longines would be no bettefhe Precista has met and exceeded my expedatiderms of

its physical presence and just as importantlyatlva which | can practicalfgelwhen the watch is present upon
my wrist. Therein lays my recommendation to patdqurchasers. For me, other watches from Timefac
have had a similar effect (Smiths Military) but eoSmiths included, have achieved what the PreCiata

has. | feel it may very well be the best yet fr8heffield.

| am absolutely certain that the next time | anodtm an aircraft hangar on a blustery day andrie&alwork is
creaking, my spine will tingle and the hairs stapdon my arms as | look down at the Precista CAF.

| end the review by answering another earlier qoest

Could the Precista PRS-9 Czech Air Force be Timefacfinest hour?

Itis.
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